including the various reasons for amputation. Pre-and postoperative physical treatment is explained, followed by prosthetic gait training. Gait disorders, their reasons and how to correct them are extensively demonstrated and brilliantly illustrated. Special attention is given to the prevention and treatment of joint contractures and the conservative handling of stump problems caused by inadequate surgery, delayed wound healing and poor prosthetics. Part 1 ends with some pages on sports for amputees.
Part 2 establishes guidelines for prosthetic prescriptions depending on the patient's ability according to the 5 functional levels of the American DMERC classification.
A comprehensive questionnaire has been carefully worked out. It is illustrated with some typical examples. The prosthetic components selected for these patients are limited to only three manufacturers, two German and one American. Both parts of the book are dedicated predominantly to trans-tibial and trans-femoral amputations. It has to be admitted that most major amputations are still performed at these two levels, despite the efforts of the ISPO in 1984 to organize a seminar dedicated to throughknee amputation, and despite the progress in amputation surgery in order to preserve part of the foot instead of recommending a long trans-tibia1 stump. Also hip, disarticulation and hemipelvectomy should have deserved some illustrations as prosthetics and gait training are quite different from any other level.
These critical remarks are not meant to limit the outstanding practical value of this joint venture; but, on the contrary, it may be hoped that there will soon be a second edition, if possible simultaneously in German and in English, which pays equal attention to every level of amputation.
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